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T he hustle and bustle of the holiday season always starts a
few months earlier around the Heritage Alliance office, as
our staff and volunteers ready for the approaching
Progressive Dinner in December. This year's event,
promises to celebrate the tradition and spirit of years’ past
while infusing new ideas and creating new memories f(
attendees.

Progressive Dinner Coordinator Carolyn Tomko is workin g
diligently to create the warm and welcoming setting for thi
year's attendees that many have enjoyed for decades. Tj
year's Progressive Dinner will again take place in some }
Jonesborough’s most beautiful historic structures.

The evening will begin at the Americinn, where diners wi
be greeted and disembark for the various courses of
dinner. The Sabin House a prime example of victory over
demolition, will serve as this year’s toast house. The ho
will be decorated and furnished by Mauk’s, Jonesborou @i
Antique Mart, Gracious Designs, and The Christmas Shafggg
Diners will then proceed to the charminQeadrick/ X

Williams House on East Main Street to enjoy the (\\

course for the evenindglhe Parson’s Table having served X ;
as home to a church, temperance hall, restaurant, 3
banquet hall throughout its lifetime, will again house ouUss
exquisite main courseFebuary Hill, current home to the [
Anders Family, will serve as the last stop for the evening f
the dessert course. All the while, guests at each house will
be treated to the sounds of the season, as live music is
provided at each course. This combination of good food;------:=-=+=-= == =i oo oo m o
beautiful surroundings, festive music, and splendid company

are the components which make this event such a success.
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Attendees Gather for the Main Course at Last
Year’'s Progressive Dinner
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There’s still a chance to ensure your spot in this year’s eve:nt. i
Tickets are on sale now at the Heritage Alliance offae ; I "o ¢
$75.00/ person. Reservations can be made by calling 423- 3%
753-9580 or by downloading a registration form from the,
Heritage Alliance website at www.heritageall.org !




A Closer Look at the Chester Inn
Exhibit Space

Not even Jonesborough was spared from the indirect
effects of Hurricane Ike. We have learned that the
Indiana offices of our exhibit designer were flooded in
the aftermath of the hurricane which affected so many
throughout the country. This setback has again delayed
the instillation of exhibits in the ground floor of the
Chester Inn.

While progress has been slow, we have received
several reasons to remain enthusiastic about the project.
Detailed renderings of the finished exhibit spaces were
presented at a Director’'s meeting in Nashville in

August. These renderings give us an even more
impressive understanding of what the finished space

will look like, and express the truly interactive nature
that the new exhibits will have for visitors.

The finished space will integrate interpretive panels,
detailed models, historic photographs, and other
interactive tools to shape the experience of the visitor;
creating a truly unique museum experience in the heart
of downtown Jonesborough.

For a detailed preview of what is to come, you can
visit the exhibit designer's website at
www.naturalconcepts.net/chesterinn.

We anticipate the new exhibit space to open to the
public by mid-February 2009.

The Tennessee First Frontier Consortium (TFFC) Teaching AmericaoriiProject recently received news from
the US Department of Education that our recent application f8r¥a&dr Project Extension has been granted! This
means that we will be able to extend our current programming through theesofi2009, allowing even more
history and social studies teachers in our area to benefit from this wdrmmteféssional development opportunity.

Scholars from around the region share their expertise with elementddye mnd high school teachers, and
educators from ETSU and other institutions collaborate with teadgukarly through this program. These
collaborations encourage teachers to integrate practices imtettieents’ curriculum and help them to develop
innovative lesson plans for a wide range of subject areas.

Give us a call at the Alliance office (423-753-9580) or email us@@heritageall.orgor more information on this
exciting fourth and final year of our Teaching American History Project.




It's been nearly five months since | became involved in the efforts toerévévcommunity theatre in downtown
Erwin. Those five months have seen the organization and collaborati@om@ group of individuals dedicated to
seeing this landmark restored to its former glory. Spearheadingfiivaieeé students and faculty from Unicoi
County High School and the Unicoi County Public Library, who, when learningiéadtawn once had a facility for
the performing arts, knew something had to be done to provide the spaceasceries the community.

This grassroots effort has begun to grow from a small group to a largeruruty interested in reopening the space,
due mostly to the advocacy efforts of students and our resource teancamtimenity. The students, and the
committee, have presented plans for restoring the theatre to the Eyarich & Mayor and Aldermen, the Unicoi
County School Board, and to citizens attending the Unicoi County Apple Festaailly October.

Community members are taking notice of these efforts, and are worldognect the students with the resources
necessary to move forward with their venture. Businesses and individugaledging to contribute capital, time,
labor, and materials towards the projects completion. Those not donagictlydio the cause are providing contact
with individuals who can assist.

With the tremendous response we have already received, in earlyyJstadants donning their “Save the Erwin
Theatre” t-shirts will begin the process of collecting intesgdrom community members who remember the theatre
in its heyday . These stories will be compiled into a book and DVD colte@nd will serve as an oral and living
history of the theatre’s importance to this small community. Proceamistiie sale of these items will benefit the
larger capital campaign that will be underway to raise the necdssalsy/to stabilize and restore the elements of the
original theatre.

However, the most rewarding experiences in this project for me have bdessthes | see the students learning
through their interactions with the community. Students are experienciabliereivics lesson by working with
local government, they are learning the ins and outs of restoration, andnimg gaialuable appreciation for
history and preservation as a tool for community change. And while theatestayf the building is our ultimate
goal, | would argue that the true benefit to the community is showing theksts that change can happen, if you
only dare to believe.

Throughout the years, the future home of our
new exhibit space has seen a wide range of uses.
The ground floor was originally home to Dr.
Chester’s apothecary, but has subsequently been
used for storage and as home for a variety of
business ventures.

This photo from the archives shows the interior
of the barbershop located on the west end of the
Chester Inn’s ground floor in the early 20th
century.




From the Director’'s Desk

Cemeteries are for the living

If you think about it, the sacred spaces that proy\
a finally resting place for our loved ones al
provide meet a variety of needs for those of us \
remain. The rites and ceremonies, artistry
respect with which we bury our dead offer
solace, some closure and for many, an opportu
to be a peace.

Cemeteries, especially the old ones, tend to be ¢
places of beauty. They are also a wealth of hist
information, a gallery of great artistic treasures, &
a library of social and literary customs. The W
in which we care for these sacred spaces I
reflection of the way in which we steward o
heritage. We can always be better stewards.

The Heritage Alliance is pleased to coordinate W
the Town of Jonesborough to bring in experts fr
the Chicora Foundation, a non-profit preservat
organization whose work in cemetery preservat
is well known throughout the US and Canada. 1
Chicora Foundation will assist us in assessing
long term needs of our cemeteries and develof
maintenance and funding plans to meet th
needs.

vHJ
Lrijose who have gone before.

In addition to the Assessment, Chicora is also
facilitating a Cemetery Preservation Workshop while
they are here. We are making this workshop available to
the community as part of our ongoing efforts to provide
preservation education and advocacy tools to
individuals and communities throughout the region.
Topics include simple cleaning and restoration
idgchniques for headstones, as well as ethics and guiding
s@rinciples, important information for anyone wishing to
eserve these monumental pieces of history and honor

us
niﬁf"‘t another way in which the members of the Heritage

Alliance are working together to preserve our past and
help build our future.
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Heritage Alliance
212 East Sabin Dr.
Jonesborough, TN 37659




