
��t is finally happening! After 
what seems like a decade of 

consideration, we are finally be-
ginning the process of creating 
interpretive exhibits within 
Jonesborough’s central historic 
district.   
 
In cooperation with the Tennes-
see Historical Commission 
(THC) and the International Sto-
rytelling Center (ISC), the Heri-
tage Alliance will operate the 
ground floor and a portion of the 
second floor as public museum 
space, themed around town life in Jonesborough. 
 
During a recent meeting with the exhibit designer chosen 
by the THC, it was evident that all parties involved in this 
project are very excited. “We have spent years looking 
for the appropriate use of that space,” said ISC founder 
Jimmy Neil Smith, “and we are very happy the Alliance 
and the THC could assist us in working out the details.” 
 
“The Chester Inn is a significant historic site in Northeast 
Tennessee,” says Jerry Wooten, site supervisor for the 
THC, “and it needs to be interpreted and available to the 
visiting public.” The Heritage Alliance will be working 
closely with Troy McCormick, President of Natural Con-
cepts Inc., a museum consulting and exhibit design firm. 
McCormick and HA Director Deborah Montanti will co-
ordinate on exhibit themes and story lines, as well as the 
selection of museum artifacts to be relocated to the Ches-
ter Inn space. 
 
According to Montanti, “We have wanted a presence in 
the central historic district for a long time. Being able to 
interpret the Chester Inn (and eventually the Christopher 
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Taylor House) is a major accom-
plishment for the Heritage Alli-
ance, as well as a significant con-
tribution to the town in general.” 
 
We will keep you informed as 
these plans progress. From con-
ception to installation is a long, 
involved process, so we ask your 
indulgence as we fulfill our vi-
sion. But in the meantime, imag-
ine this: 
 
It is a warm evening with a soft 

fresh breeze. The town is at its most magical, street lamps 
aglow. As one walks along the sidewalks, shop windows 
with all types of merchandise entice those out for a stroll. 
Up ahead sits the Chester Inn, closed for the evening, yet 
soft inside lights still warm the sidewalk. As the stroller 
walks under the roof of the porch and glances into the 
lighted windows, it is as if time has reversed itself. For 
instead of the inside of a building, instead of modern mer-
chandise, the window frames images of Jonesborough 
throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries. Instead of 
looking in, we are suddenly looking out onto a town as 
vivid and alive then as it is now. 
 
The existing museum space located within the Historic 
Jonesborough Visitor’s Center will host revised exhibits 
dedicated to the history of Jonesborough and Washington 
County. In addition, a regular calendar of changing exhib-
its will serve to keep the Jonesborough-Washington 
County History Museum fresh and inviting. There will 
also be a new public reading area for our extensive archi-
val collection, including our many wonderful 19th century 
photographs and newspapers.  
 
We can’t wait! 

Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner will be on Oct ober 12!  Please see page 3. 
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Unidentified children in front of Sam Tucker’s home on 
Spring Street, c. 1910. Sam Tucker was a blacksmith 
whose shop was located across the street from his home. 
(The photo is identified elsewhere in our collection as be-
ing in front of Frank Robert’s home. Both photos locate the 
house as being the first house on the left “as you proceed 
down Spring Street from Main.”) 

 

�� his summer, twenty-six teachers from across the region participated in week-long workshops in con-
nection with the Heritage Alliance’s Teaching American History Program.  As a result of their week 

of study and field experience, these teachers developed sets of lesson plans to bring this experience back 
into their classrooms.  These lesson plans were evaluated, and the top four sets of lesson plans have been 
named. Teachers who developed these outstanding plans will receive up to $500.00 worth of prizes for 
their classrooms.  
 
The winners for the week of study on Civil War and Reconstruction topics were Ginger McAmis, who 
teaches 5th grade at South Central School in Washington County and Scott Smith, who teaches 8th grade 
at Ross Robinson Middle School in Kingsport. The winners for the week of study on the Industrialization 
of the U.S. were Jenny Hoit, who teaches 5th grade at Cherokee Elementary in Johnson City and Luanne 
Love, who teaches 6th and 7th grade at Indian Trail Middle School in Johnson City.  

Summer Institute teacher-participants at the Chicka-
mauga National Battlefield Visitors Center. This June 18
-23 program focused on the Civil War and Reconstruc-
tion. 

Summer Institute teacher-participants at the Kentucky 
Coal Mining Museum. This June 25-29 session focused 
on the Industrialization of the U.S.   
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A fter an extensive national search, we are pleased to welcome Justin as our new Pres-
ervationist. Justin has written the following as his introduction: 

 
Greetings colleagues and friends of the Heritage Alliance!  My name is Justin Sanders, 
and I was recently hired as the new Community Preservation Specialist for the Alliance. I 
am beyond excited to begin work with you in furthering the organization’s objectives and 
spreading its mission to our constituents.   
 
I am a 2007 graduate of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia 
Tech), with a bachelor’s degree in Architecture and minor in Public and Urban Affairs.  I 

also have academic background in the fields of Real Estate, Landscape Design, and Higher Education. I was born and 
raised right across the state line in Hiltons, Virginia and have an immense passion for the history, values, and charm that 
is found within the communities of the Appalachian Mountains. There truly is a culture here that cannot be replicated in 
any other place throughout the world. 
 
I have a wide range of goals for myself as I undertake this position with the Heritage Alliance, but underlying all of these 
goals is a desire to increase the visibility of our organization to the public. I hope to assist in better educating those in our 
community and region about the amazing resources that we provide as a network of preservation professionals. I gladly 
look forward to the amazing journey I am about to embark upon in my position here, and I welcome your input into the 
work that will be done in and around our community.   
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�� eredith is a second year graduate student in History at East Tennessee State Uni-
versity. She also received her bachelor’s degree from ETSU. She was born and 

raised in Chattanooga, where she developed a special love for Civil War history when 
she was very young. She was selected for this position by the History faculty at ETSU 
— an indication of the high regard they have for her abilities and potential. Meredith 
plans to complete a Ph.D. in American History and to teach and do research at the col-
lege level. 
 
Meredith says she feels “blessed” to be working at the Heritage Alliance, She is espe-
cially grateful for the opportunity to learn about how American History is being taught in the schools of our region and 
to learn more about how teachers can make more extensive use of primary sources in their history teaching. 

��������	
�
��
��������	
�
��
��������	
�
��
��������	
�
��
	 			

The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner  
will be held on Friday, October 12 at 6:00 at the 
Historic Jonesborough Visitors’ Center. All who 
have volunteered for the Heritage Alliance in any 
capacity over the past year are cordially invited. 
 
Please call the Heritage Alliance at 753-9580 to 
make your reservations. 

The 30th Annual Progressive Dinner  
will be on December 1 and 2. 
 
As always, lots and lots of volunteers are needed 
for Saturday evening, Sunday evening, or both. 
 
Please call the Heritage Alliance at 753-9580 to 
volunteer for this event. 
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Heritage Alliance 
212 East Sabin Dr. 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 

Y our membership in the Heritage Alliance is 
extremely important to this organization. You 

many not realize how valuable your membership, your 
financial contribution, and your volunteer activities 
are to this organization. 
 
Our members are the basic foundation of this organi-
zation. 
 
The Heritage Alliance is reliant on member-volunteers 
for many of its programs. For example, it is impossi-
ble to imagine the Progressive Dinner without the one 
hundred-plus volunteers who annually make this event 
possible. We annually have a Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner, but this event doesn’t begin to adequately ex-
press our gratitude. 
 
Membership in the Heritage Alliance is also an ex-
pression of your belief in and commitment to the role 
of heritage and historic preservation in the life of our 
community. The work of the Heritage Alliance, in sup-
porting historic preservation, providing history inter-
pretation through the museum and its programs, and 
providing history and heritage education through the 
Oak Hill School program, the Teaching American 
History program, and many other programs for chil-
dren, adults, and families is vital to the town of Jones-
borough, Washington County, and the region at large. 

Your membership in the Heritage Alliance helps sup-
port these programs.  
 
While the Heritage Alliance derives its financial sup-
port from several sources: the Town of Jonesborough; 
Washington County; a variety of grants; individual 
philanthropic donations; and membership dues. Your 
membership dues are a vital part of the financial back-
bone of this organization. 
 
You can probably tell that this is leading up to a re-
minder of how important it is that you keep your mem-
bership dues up to date. For our part, we need to do a 
much better job of notifying people when their mem-
bership period is about to expire. As a small organiza-
tion, we have not always been sufficiently diligent 
about this. For your part, we request that you heed this 
reminder of how important your Heritage Alliance 
membership is. 

From the Director’s Desk��


