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As part of its new Partners in the Field 
program, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has awarded a three-year 
$70,000 grant to the Heritage Alliance. 
The grant is one of 24 such grants that 
were awarded nationally. We are 
thrilled to receive this award and to par-
ticipate in this exciting new partnership with the Na-
tional Trust. 
 
The grant is a matching grant and was enabled by the 
generosity of several donors from our own community 
who committed to contribute $70,000 locally. The end 
result is that the Heritage Alliance has $140,000 to be 
used to strengthen our historic preservation field ser-
vices over the next three years. The funds will be used 
to expand the scope of our on-the-ground field services 
and assistance to property owners, developers, local 

officials, and others needing information 
and tools to protect and enhance their 
communities. 
 
Partners in the Field challenge grants 
are funded by a $5 million gift to the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 

from the Robert W. Wilson Charitable Trust. “We are 
delighted to have been awarded this innovative new 
grant from the National Trust,” says Deborah Mon-
tanti, Executive Director of the Heritage Alliance. 
“The allocation from the Robert Wilson Charitable 
Trust paired with the generous contributions of local 
donors will allow our organization to greatly expand 
its role in providing preservation assistance to our re-
gion. We are anxious to bring the joy and benefits of 
preservation to even more members of our community 
through this wonderful opportunity.” 
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Under the supervision of William Stout, the long-needed repainting of the exterior of the 
Duncan House (Heritage Alliance headquarters) began last summer. Several other volun-
teers including Jim Rosenmeier, John Lerch, and others helped out. 
 
With the advent of warmer weather painting has resumed. Additional volunteers are 
needed!  
 
The work crew will be assembling every Wednesday morning at 9:00 (weather permit-
ting). You are welcome to join in. Lunch and good fellowship are provided. Call us at 753-
9580 for more information or just show up on a Wednesday morning. 
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Treasured objects and artifacts held by the Jonesborough/Washington County History Museum will be preserved for 
future generations with help from the IMLS Connecting to Collections Bookshelf, a core set of conservation books, 
DVDs, and online resources. These resources have been donated by the Institute of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS), the primary source of federal funding of the nation’s museums and libraries, and its cooperator, the Ameri-
can Association for State and Local History (AASLH).  

The Jonesborough/Washington County History Museum is among the first in the nation to receive this essential set of 
resources based on an application describing the needs and plans for care of its collections. The timing of this award 
is especially advantageous since it coincides with our plans to relocate parts of our collections to the Chester Inn. The 
award provides us with information it would otherwise have taken years to acquire. Emergency preparedness, conser-
vation procedures for photographs (among other types of collections), and specific information on certain storage re-
quirements are just a portion of the information included in the Bookshelf. 

The IMLS Bookshelf is a crucial component of Connecting to Collections: A Call to Action, a conservation initiative 
that the IMLS launched in 2006. IMLS began the initiative in response to a 2005 study by Heritage Preservation 
documenting the dire state of the nation’s collections. The multi-faceted, multi-year initiative shines a nationwide 
spotlight on the needs of America’s collections, especially those held by smaller institutions, which often lack the hu-
man and financial resources necessary to adequately care for their collections.  
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Tennis Anyone? This photo of an unknown tennis player on a tennis court somewhere in downtown Jones-
borough is thought to be from around 1920. Does anyone have more information? 
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The ongoing Teaching American History Program is a collabo-
ration among the Heritage Alliance, ETSU Department of His-
tory, and Johnson City Schools.  This year we will be focusing 
on subjects that are tied to the years 1801-1861 and 1890-
1930.  As in years past, we will be offering a combination of 
one day Mini-Institutes, Storytelling Workshops, and week-
long Summer Institutes.  If you are a teacher of American His-
tory, or know one, make sure to mark these dates on your 2008 
calendar and contact Hope DeWitt for more information. 
 

May 17: Trip to Cradle of Forestry with Dr. Kathy 
Newfont of Mars Hill 
June 9-13: Summer Institute Era 7 
June 23-27: Summer Institute Era 4 
September 20: Mini-Institute on Slavery and Aboli-
tion in Appalachia with Dr. John Inscoe of the Uni-
versity of Georgia 
October 25: Mini-Institute on Appalachian Prohibi-
tion with Dr. Bruce Stewart of Appalachian State 
University 

Teaching American History  
Program Update 
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Preservation Month activities will take place throughout the month of May.  Preservation Month will highlight the ef-
forts underway in our region to further historic preservation with a theme of “This Place Matters.”  The events planned 
for this year’s celebration will also provide an exciting opportunity for the region to learn about a major component of 
our organizational mission. 
 
The Second Annual Doors Open event will take place on May 24.  Historic sites, museums, and other local attrac-
tions throughout the region will be open to the public free of charge for this day of fun and learning.   

 

Further information on Doors Open is available under the news section of the Heritage Alliance website,  
heritageall.org. 
 
Also being planned are the Second Annual Preservation Awards, to be held May 31.  Nominations are now being 
accepted for the awards.  Those individuals who are nominated shall have shown great care and dedication in the preser-
vation of a historic property or contributed especially significantly to the greater preservation movement in our region.  
Anyone wishing to nominate an individual should contact Preservationist Justin Sanders at jsanders@heritageall.org or 
by calling 753-9580. 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Heritage Alliance was held 
this past January at the Visitors’ Center. As in years 
past, the meeting was well-attended and the food was 
fantastic!  
 
The regular business meeting was chaired by outgoing 
Board President Bill Kennedy, during which three new 
board members were elected. Joining our board are 
Jim Reel, Jonesborough: Ann Utter, Johnson City; and 
Helen Wilson of Elizabethton.  
 
Following the meeting, the board met briefly and 
elected the following officers: 

President: Bob Williams 
Vice President: Terry Countermine 
Treasurer: Pat Wolfe 
Secretary: John Kiener 
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Heritage Alliance 
212 East Sabin Dr. 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 

You can find the latest news on what is happen-
ing at the Heritage Alliance throughout this 
newsletter. Recent events have caused me to 
want to use this space this time for more personal 
observations. 
 
The Heritage Alliance family has been deeply 
saddened by the sudden loss of Carol Kiener. In 
addition to being an exceptionally accomplished 
woman in her own right, Carol was the wife of 
HA Board Member and Secretary, Judge John 
Kiener. However, the legacies left by her special 
talents remain. The lives she touched, the knowl-
edge she shared. and her generosity of spirit live 
on. She was truly a unique person, and there will 
never be another like her. 
 
And even while we mourn Carol’s passing, we 
rejoice with long-time HA contributor and part-
time staff member Gary Burkett and his wife 
Alexis as we all welcome their granddaughter 
Stella Yashi Moore to our Alliance family. There 
is no greater gift than the smile of a child and 
Stella has lots of smiles!  
 
This was really brought home to me recently. I 
was in Jackson, Tennessee, attending a meeting 

From the Director’s Desk��

of the Tennessee Association of Museums when I re-
ceived word of Carol’s passing. As I sat teary eyed, 
concerned about Judge Kiener, I opened my email 
and there she was, Stella Yashi Moore, with a smile 
as big as the moon and a giggle that just won’t stop.  
 
So I said a little prayer for them both.  
 
Time is the only thing I know of that expands and 
contracts simultaneously. With the passage of time 
there are losses and there are gains. There are defeats, 
and there are new opportunities. Of course, we all 
know this. Numerous maxims take note of life’s ebb 
and flow, but the writer of Ecclesiastes stated it most 
eloquently, “There is a time to weep and a time to 
laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.” Recent 
events have reminded us of this powerful truth.  
 


