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t can be very difficult to sustain enthusiasm for a information desk which will also serve as a gather-

project on which there are no visible signs of pro- ing point for docent-led tours of the upper public
gress. So when there is forward momentum every- spaces and the Christopher Taylor House.
one gets excited. Recently, Troy McCormick of
Natural Concepts, Inc. sent us artist renderings of the
new Chester Inn exhibits, and we couldn’t wait to
share them with the membership. Though still a
work in progress, these drawings show our current
vision for the space.

The exterior will provide a visual history of Jones-
borough, making use of backlit archival photos of
town scenes. These photos will provide an intriguing
view of the Inn, especially at night. During the day
they will serve to draw visitors into the gallery.

[ Choosing the themes for this space has been diffi-
T | ”mmm— ﬁ‘ cult, mainly because there are so many! As the
bbb A Chester Inn is a state owned historic site, the history
of the building itself will be a focal point. To that

we have added a history of the State of Franklin,
arguably one of the least understood themes in
Jonesborough history. And because it makes most
sense to deal with business and architecture in their
authentic settings, exhibits will also focus on the
history of the central business district. Of course, an
architectural history is planned which will free up
the Visitors Center gallery for more exhibits related
to county history, with a focus on education and
government.

The interior space is being designed to provide easy

traffic flow through the exhibits. Very little change ~ We still anticipate a fall opening for the Chester Inn
will be made to the space; rather the exhibits will exhibits and are keeping our fingers crossed that all
nestle into the existing floor plan. We are adding an remains on schedule.
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ifteen gifted young men and women from all over the state of

Tennessee converged on Jonesborough this month for an in-
depth look at historic preservation. As part of the Governor’s
School for the Scientific Exploration of Tennessee Heritage at
ETSU, the students spent two weeks in an historic preservation
field experience led by Heritage Alliance staff and local volun-
teers.

After beginning their field experience with headstone cleaning in
the Old Jonesborough Cemetery, students began to learn about the
economic and environmental impact that historic preservation has
on the community. The participants were introduced to local
business owners and realty experts to discuss the ties between
commerce and preservation. Students witnessed the effects of
preservation both in Jonesborough and in Elizabethton, where
Heritage Alliance board member Helen Wilson led a tour of that
town’s historic district.

The culmination of the students’ experience utilized the lessons
learned from the field in the creation of a final presentation. Stu-
dents were grouped and asked to create a proposal for the reuse of
the vacant Exxon station on Boone Street. The proposals, which
were each presented to a panel of judges, ranged from a local gro-
cery store, to a bicycle rental facility for tourists, and a local pro-
duce-based restaurant; each group created a proposal that utilized

2008 Governor's School students

the current site in a new and interesting way that would benefit the  Students inspecting the vacant Exxon

entire town.

station with Heather Gilreath

Watermelon Feast at the

Jacob Brown Place, circa 1880

Jacob Brown'’s place made the “10 Most En-
dangered” list of the Tennessee Preservation
Trust in 2006.

Colonel Jacob Brown established the No-
lichucky Settlement on this site in 1771. The
site contains an historic cemetery and stand-
ing structures including the May Day Post
Office, the Byrd Brown Grist Mill, and the
Byrd Brown House. The site also undoubt-
edly contains archaeological information
about the early settlement period.

The historical marker is on State Route 81
just before the bridge across the river.
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Here's to a Successful Preservation Month!

e would like to thank everyone who helped to make Preser- Preservation Award Recipients
vation Month 2008 a great success! The Alliance hosted aill shown with Justin Sanders, Deborah Montanti,
variety of successful events throughout the month of May under thed Patrick Mcintyre of the Tennessee Historical
“This Place Matters” banner. The main focus of Preservation ~ commission
Month is to raise awareness of historic preservation in the minds of
members of our community. With the exposure of the wedkly
ald and Tribunecolumn and the wonderful Region Focus segment
on WCYB, many in our region were able to learn about preserva-
tion’s impact on progress and development. We hope that these
advocacy tools began to start the important dialogue of why preser-
vation matters and encouraged others to become involved in the
preservation movement.

This year'sDoors Operevent saw nearly 600 participants visiting
sites throughout Johnson City, Greeneville, Bristol, Abingdon, and
Jonesborough. Participating sites commented that visitors were
extremely enthusiastic about the event and came from many differ-
ent parts of the region because of the event’s promotion through
television and the print media. This event continues to be a hands-
on experience for those interested in the history of our region, and it
highlights the role preservation plays in maintaining those histori
treasures for future generations.

Christine Keys

The final event in our celebration of Preservation Month was this
year’sRegional Preservation Awards Ceremanyhe ceremony

and dessert reception were held at the International Storytelling
Center on May 29. Seventy guests joined in the celebration of the Alan Bridwell
accomplishments of our award recipients, with special guest
speaker Patrick Mclintyre of the Tennessee Historical Coroniss
This year's award recipients werhristine Keys of Limestone

for her restoration of her historic home after a devastating fire;

Alan Bridwell of Johnson City for his creation of Johnsons De-
pot.com — a resource for local history and archives; and the
Friends and Volunteers of Oak Hill Cemeteryfor their success-

ful and ongoing work to preserve this Johnson City landmark. The
evening was enjoyable for all those who attended and truly honored

the wonderful work of these individuals.
Friends of Oak Hill Cemetery

To raise the level of advocacy throughout the negibe Alliance will be working to create its filggting of endangered proper-
ties throughout Northeast Tennessee and Southirggia. The list will highlight properties nomited by members of the
community as those most threatened by neglectridetdon, and/or demolition.

Nominations, including the property’s name, locatiand a summary of the reasons for the listingishbe mailed. emailed,
or phoned to Justin Sanders at the Heritage AiaApplications will be accepted through July 2&thd the inaugural Il Most
Endangered Historic Properties list will be relehgeAugust.




who will serve as mentors to less experienced classroom
teachers, thus extending the influence of this project long
past the completion of its grant funding. The 300 plus
teachers who have thus far participated in this project repre-
sent over 7000 students whose historical thinking and expo-
sure to our local history has been influenced by this Heri-
ENeage Alliance project!

From the Director’'s Desk

Begin with professional development for history tea
ers, including travel to West Virginia coal mines and

the history-soaked low country of Charleston, SC, | as word has spread of our work, attendance at Heritage
blended with seminars on the use of storytelling tech-ajjiance offerings has risen steadily. This May marked the
niques to engage students in learning history. (And fhfst time we have seen non-October monthly attendance

Is just the services to teachers portion of our work!) | ¢limp above the one thousand mark. More and more people
Add the activities of our architectural and public are availing themselves of our programs and services. Each
spaces preservation projects such as Preservation | of ys as members, volunteers and staff can and should be
Month, Governor's School, and our Architectural Sal- exiremely proud of the tradition of service and dedication
vage Warehouse operation. Mix on high until the | {hat has spanned over thirty years. We are always looking
teaching of history, the learning of history and the | ¢4y yolunteers and, with the new exhibit in the Chester Inn,
preservation of history are so thoroughly blended theyyij| have need for volunteers to staff the space, greet guests

become indistinguishable. Toss with record breaking 5nq share our wealth of heritage. Stop by and let's talk
attendance for Heritage Alliance programs and ser-| ghout how we can work together!

vices such as Oak Hill School and the Jonesborough/
Washington County History Museum and Archives.
Season with a smattering of outreach to regional
schools and communities who have recognized sim|lar
needs, and stir it all together! Serve with a sprinkle of =~ . ,
o . . . OIS % &Y(
contributions to and partnerships with a variety of $1) *AC+,
Jonesborough-based committees and a garnish of gomy "+«
mitted members. That meaty stew is called the Heri{ / )0001$ # 221!#
tage Alliance! 02 3!) 4"5)
6 # 22 7 88)
Thus far, our Teaching American History Project hag . 7" 7)) 1$1 )
invested over $500,000 in area school systems, proyid- ' 972 )" 3
ing teachers with the knowledge and resources to ep-7- # 13 1)619 /1)
gage students with both national and most especially 562, 7g12: ) 77 n28
regional history. We are working to build a corps of % I# ;3" )y <22 *
highly motivated enthusiastic teaching professionals
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