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T he Heritage Alliance recently received word that its 
application to become a Local Partner under the Na-

tional Trust’s Statewide and Local Partners Program had 
been approved. Created in 1993, the Local Partners Program 
helps emerging and established state and local nonprofit 
preservation organizations become more effective through 
organizational development assistance, grant support, spe-
cialized workshops and training, information resources, and 
networking opportunities. The Partners Program, which net-
works the NTHP, National Trust Regional Offices, State 
preservation offices, and local preservation organizations 
has facilitated the growth of professionally staffed nonprofit 
statewide and local preservation organizations. Currently, 38 
statewide and 61 local organizations meet the criteria to be a 
Statewide or Local Partner. 
 
Having received this recognition, the Heritage Alliance is 
now eligible to apply for a “Partners in the Field” grant from 
the NTHP, and we see this as a critical next step in the de-
velopment of our organization’s preservation services. If our 
application is successful, this grant program will provide 
$120,000 over three years to enable us to expand our preser-
vation field services. The NTHP will provide half of these 
funds, and we are raising the other half ($60,000) locally. 
Local contributions must each be of at least $10,000. 
 
There is an urgent need in Jonesborough, Washington 
County, and throughout our region for expanded preserva-
tion services to help property owners and governmental bod-
ies preserve our historic treasures. The Partners in the Field 
program provides a unique opportunity for us to combine 
local and external private grant funding in order to fulfill 
that need.  
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opportunities for the teachers served by the Teach-
ing American History Project. This year we will be fo-
cusing on subjects that are tied to the years 1801-1861 
and 1890-1930.  As in years past, we will be offering a 
combination of one day mini-institutes, storytelling 
workshops, and week-long summer institutes.  If you are 
a teacher of American History, or know one, make sure 
to mark these dates on your 2008 calendar and contact 
Hope DeWitt for more information. 
 
April 12:  Mini-Institute on Andrew Jackson with Mr. 
Robbie Jones of the Hermitage 
May 17: Trip to Cradle of Forestry with Dr. Kathy New-
font of Mars Hill 
June 9-13: Summer Institute Era 7 
June 23-27: Summer Institute Era 4 
September 20: Mini-Institute on Slavery and Abolition 
in Appalachia with Dr. John Inscoe of the University of 
Georgia 
October 25: Mini-Institute on Appalachian Prohibition 
with Dr. Bruce Stewart of Appalachian State University 

A New Year for the Teaching  
American History Project 

Don’t Miss the Annual Membership Meeting 
  and Covered Dish Dinner 
Friday, January 25, 6:00 P.M.,  

Historic Jonesborough Visitors Center  
Our bylaws state in Article 6.3.1: At-large trustees shall be elected by the 
general membership of the Alliance at its annual meeting . . . . A nominating 
committee shall be selected at least two months prior to the annual meeting. . 
. . The nominating committee will nominate candidates for those at-large 
positions whose terms are expiring, Additional nominations will be accepted 
from the general membership provided that the names of such nominees, 
together with written agreement of the nominee, are submitted to the Presi-
dent of the Board or the Executive Director no later  than five days prior to 
the annual meeting. 
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Thanks to All (including the many volunteers in add ition to those in the photos) who contributed to an other very successful P
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Heritage Alliance 
212 East Sabin Dr. 
Jonesborough, TN 37659 

Y et another Progressive Dinner has come 
and gone, and each year it seems they 

just get better and better! 
 
As most of you know, this year’s event marked 
our 30th year of welcoming the public to be enter-
tained in several of Jonesborough’s finest historic 
structures. Begun as a fundraiser for the Civic 
Trust, the dinner is still the major fundraiser for 
our preservation and heritage education projects. 
We could not be prouder of an event or of the 
tradition that informs it! The Progressive Dinner 
is a wonderful way to celebrate the loving care 
and tremendous effort that our homeowners have 
expended. It stands out in the world of nonprofit 
fundraisers as an excellent example of a mission-
driven event. And it brings together the world’s 
greatest group of volunteers! That may sound a 
bit prejudiced, but when one considers the 
amount of time and work it takes to bring this 
event about, it is truly amazing. 
 
So thanks to each and every one of you — the 
participants in this year’s event say it was one of 
the best ever! Enjoy the photos and lets look for-
ward to thirty more years! 

I want to thank everyone who has made me feel so welcome to 
the Heritage Alliance in the past three months. I have really 
found a home here in Jonesborough. I look forward to the next 
few months as we embark on several exciting projects,  
including: 
 
¨ Continuing to improve the accessibility and utilization of 

our Architectural Salvage Warehouse. Activity at the 
warehouse has increased dramatically of late, and we have 
plans for improvements to the facility in preparation for 
an open house next spring. 

 
¨ Planning for this year’s Doors Open event and for a series 

of workshops to be held as part of Preservation Month in 
May. I am seeking members to serve on the planning com-
mittee for Doors Open and suggestions for the preserva-
tion workshops. Please contact me. 

 
Justin Sanders, Preservation Specialist 

From the Director’s Desk��
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