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Heritage Alliance Not Your Ordinary Dinner Party a Hit!  

ñNot Your Ordinary Dinner Partyò 

was held on June 11th on the lawn of the 

Williams/Deaderick home, adjacent to 

the Old Jonesborough Cemetery. The 

party marked the premiere of an original 

play tilted  ñWith These Hands,ò which 

was populated by a broad ensemble of 

characters from Jonesboroughôs past, 

including the Townôs first historian Paul 

Fink, and Angelina Mason and Charlotte 

Dillworth, who shared a divided 

household during the Civil War. 

 

The meal included a BBQ dinner, 

provided by Heritage Alliance members 

Commissioner Joe Grandy and John Abe 

Teague, followed by a show-stopping 

dessert from Main Street Catering. Over 

100 diners  participated in the event. 

 

The drama was written by Anne 

GôFellers-Mason and directed by Jules 

Corriere. The cast and crew, all from 

Jonesborough or nearby  areas, did a 

great job of recapturing characters from 

the Townôs history. A special thanks is 

owed Nansee and Bob Williams for 

hosting the event in their yard, and to 

the around 35 plus volunteers who 

helped with serving and staging. Thank 

you to all the actors, volunteers, and 

audience members for making our first 

summer fundraiser a success! This was 

more than a fundraiser, it was also a 

friendraiser, and we welcomed many 

new members to the Heritage Alliance 

family. 

Cast and Crew of ñWith These Handsò (photos by Peter Montanti). 

Kathleen Petretta, Financial Center Manager at  First TN Bank, serves    

diners as guests converse in the shadows of the Old Jonesborough Cemetery 
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Heritage Alliance Brings Historical Interest to this 

Yearõs Jonesborough Days 

The 46th annual Jonesborough 

Days festival was held the first 

weekend of July. This year the 

Heritage Alliance offered a 

number of opportunities for 

festival goers to find out about 

Jonesboroughôs history. Over the 

weekend, more than 2,000 

visitors checked out our activities 

in the #OnlyInJonesborough 

Discovery Park and the Chester 

Inn, which offered extended 

hours and multiple town tours. 
 

In Discovery Park, several special  

experiences were offered. Bob 

and Mary Noel created a replica 

archaeological excavation square 

(although since this was in 

historic  Jonesborough, a few real 

artifacts came out of the unit). 

Kids were given the opportunity 

to help screen for artifacts by 

shaking through dirt from the 

square and to learn about the 

items that frequently are found 

during an excavation in East 

Tennessee. 
 

A replica of the Oak Hill School 

was assembled under a tent. 

Historic desks were set in place 

and festival goers were given the 

opportunity to take lessons on 

writing with a quill pen.  There 

were also Heritage Games on 

hand, and children, along with 

their families, took turns trying to 

get the ball to stay in the cup and 

learning the game of Graces.  We 

look forward to participating 

again during the next festival! 

Jonesborough Days visitors practice their penmanship.  

Archaeologists (and HA members) Bob and Mary Noel get excavation 

ñassistanceò from some future scientists. 



PAGE 3 VOLUME 15,  NUMBER32  

Heritage Alliance Puts  

History in Jonesborough Fashion Show  

A Childrenôs Storytelling concert was 

held on July 16. The event was jointly 

hosted by the Heritage Alliance and the 

Jonesborough Storytellerôs Guild. About 

30 attendees enjoyed story time. Lemonade 

and cookies were also served on the lawn. 
 

Three adult storytellers were joined by two 

junior storytellers, 14-year-old Arianna 

Torres and 11-year-old Sydnee McClellen.  

 

Marjorie Shaefer (AKA Mother Goose) 

said ñitôs so great to have young people 

getting involved in storytelling.ò  

 

Childrenõs Storytellers 

Hosted at Oak Hill 

Winny Elrod shares a story at Oak Hill School. 

Anne GôFellers Mason rocks the runway. 

The Heritage Alliance participated in a fashion show held on 

July 12, hosted by Type A Designs on Main St., 

Jonesborough. Alongside the modern fashions, Anne GôFellers

- Mason modeled a 1920ôs bathing suit and a Victorian dress.  
 

Jonesborough has always been a fashionable town. The early 

merchants were savvy, and brought a level of goods to 

Jonesborough that were typically found in much larger cities. 

As early as 1802, we have accounts from European visitors 

remarking on how impressive it was to find such a small town 

offering dress patterns and dish patterns that they had not seen 

since leaving Philadelphia. In 1843, local tailor J.N. Draper 

advertised that he could make the latest fashions from London, 

and a number of storeowners of Jonesborough were offering  a 

variety of goods from Europe.   
 

The fashion show was held in a building that once housed 

R.M. Mayôs Department Store. Mr. May sold a number of 

goods including shoes, clothing, hats, and notions. It remained 

a department store for decades. The faded ghost of R.M. Mayôs 

name can be seen painted at the top of the building, and 

engraved on the entry floor. Jonesboroughôs legacy of high 

fashion - in this space and around town - is not a ghost but 

remains alive and well in shops on Main Street.    
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Please Frequent Our Business Members as They Help Support Our Regionôs History: 

 

Historic Embree House         

Bed & Breakfast 

142 Matthew Mills Road 

Telford, TN  

423.913.3812 

www.embreefarm.com 

 

The Law Offices of         

Mark D. Edmonds 

125 E Main St  

Jonesborough, TN  

423.753.8696 

Volunteer Spotlight:  Sam Dalton  

Sharing history is not a new 

activity for Sam Dalton, who 

retired  from a 15-year career 

as an elementary and middle 

school History teacher. 
 

He became aware of the 

Heritage Alliance through a 

grant the organization provided 

to support teaching history in 

local schools. He started out as 

It gets hot in Jonesborough during 

the summer months, and itôs 

definitely hot out on the street 

during the mid-day hours.  And 

we all know how breathable & 

well ventilated historical clothing 

is, right? 

 

Not to fear, you can now take a 

Historic Jonesborough Town 

Tour during the cooler, evening 

hours. Weôre offering 7:00 p.m. 

tours on Thursdays.  Tickets are 

Town Tours Now Offered on Thursday Evenings!  

still only $5 and are available for 

purchase at the Chester Inn State 

Historic Site & Museum.  The 

tour lasts about an hour, and the 

Chester Inn stays open longer 

those evenings so guests have 

plenty of time to visit the 

museum. 

 

The evening tours will continue 

through the end of September. So, 

if youôre worried about the heat, 

donôt sweat it, come and take a 

a volunteer docent at the Chester 

Inn, and now is the newest town 

tour guide. 
 

The Happy Valley resident says 

of being a tour guide, ñI enjoy 

meeting and talking with people.   

It gives me the opportunity to 

share with them all the 

interesting local history of the 

area.ò 

history-filled, evening stroll 

instead. 

 

Fun Tour Facts: 

¶ Since beginning in 2014, 

weôve had over 2,000 people 

on tour 

¶ We now have five tour 

guides, all dressed in 

costumes from different 

periods 

¶ Weôve had visitors from every 

continent except Antarctica  

 

Herald & Tribune 

702 West Jackson Blvd 

Jonesborough, TN  

423.753.3136 

www.heraldandtribune.com 




