“I have been in the front line trenches under fire in No Man’s Land .. .”:
Washington County During World War One

This exhibit resource book consists of newspaper articles, letters, and pictures that help tell the
experience of Washington County citizens during World War One, whether they served their
country in the Armed Forces, or worked to support the war effort from home.

Doughboys camped near the First Christian Church in Johnson City, circa 1917. Photo courtesy

of the Archives of Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, Burr Harrison Photographs.



‘Herald and Tribune

Eatered al the postoffies 10 Jonesboro as
second class mail matler,

A MEDIUM OF PROFANITY
“"Here's to the Kaiser,

The Limburger Cheese,
May the swell in his head

Go down to his knees,
May he break his d—— neck

On the Hindenburg line
And go to h————croaking

The Watch on the Rhine."’

If you will supply in the above,
the two awfulest words in the
English language, you will have
what appeared in the Johnson City
Staff in its issue of January 30.
We're afraid to print the words.
We might be prosecuted for pub-
lic profanity. And we might have
our paper debarred from the
mails, and especially fromn the
decent homes of East Tennessee.

The Staff has become one of
the most profane publications we
knowof. It “cusses" nearly every
time it-appears. We're afraid its
editor is going to be lost. But
maybe he will not, if he can quote
poetry like the above to St. Peter.

The Staff has been cross and
peevish ever since county court
met the first Monday in January.
Nearly every issue for the past
month has spit forth copious vol-
umes of calumny condemning the
court for what it did do and cursing
it for whatitdidn'tdo. The above
little piece of poetic sublimity was
“dedicated to the county chair-
man.”

The Herald and Tribune doesn’t

approve of everything the county

The following article appeared in the Herald &
Tribune on February 7, 1918. Editor E.S. Depew
took an issue with a poem that had appeared in
The Johnson City Comet on January 30, 1918. In
Mr. Depew’s opinion, even in times of war, civility
should be encouraged
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“dedicated to the county chair-

believe, with the Staff, that the
Child’s Rescue Association is a

§

g

4

&

3

5 :
g s

g

d




cRAN L 4y

Y$

\RMS ¢ p

Yeace With
rs

this week
it that Rus-
rale peace
n-Hungary

the state of
ind has or-
on of her

te war will
t half Ger-
doubt will
iny on the
¢ up ther
d, France

JUNGED

irmally an-
om Wash-
est friends
. he would
no  public
fions was

n the ring
bids fair

SHIPS

restricted
18t Ameri-
t by Ger-
ere have
es, mines
1 vessels,
American
were sail-
ates since
added to
' the seiz-
:nd Aus-

i

© PHELINS |
PHILOSOPRY

.““‘\“‘ -0

- aw

‘Mentlpss' arnd
fays are necensary and it s proper that
they should be
sible, but there s 8 certain class in the
country that are more given 1o ““worths
daywe than any aother sort  Of
what use s it f the patriotic Americans
dheerve thedays designated by the goy -
ernment for the conserva'lon uf food,
1t worthiess, idle loafers hang sround
street corners end stores and depots (n
the rural districts and consume that
which others produce? What right has
the go ernment to draft the flawer of
the land and send them to the front,
and permit a lot of drones worthless,

Oave, Whea'isss

wiserved wo far us poss

iens”’

happen to be over the draft age. to

of their country, but imposing their
worthless presence s burden upon the
the efforts of others?

There is no need for dlences, nor is
theve any veed of under production,
We bave theland in abundance and
plenty uf idle slackers. The problem to
be widved i 10 et the landless man and
the misnlens land together working in
double harness, and both poverty and
pure cussedness will disappoar,

The preachers, the papers and the
people of the covotry seem very moch
afruld that the boys in khuki will get
Into devilment while In France from
which they should be protected. The
trouble is we aro thinking too much
sbout what Msy huppen snd too little
about what In happening. The boys in
unlform sre not dreading the dangers
of what in shead of them bat what is
behind.

Assure them that the loafers ut home
will be put to work producing some-
thing for them to fight with, and there
need be no (nl of what will happes
when they are strung cut in France.

If these loufers, of which every town

and every rural district has its share,
are too old to dratt, surely there should
be some law on our statute books that
woull compel them to wssist in paying
the fight wlhile others fight. We hope
oar Uncle Samuel will find a way 1o put
such suggestions into execution.
It is the duty of the nation to give
the farmer a fair chance to raise food
the nation has asked him to produce
just as it in the daty of the furmer on
bis part to leave o stone or effurt une
turned or untrsined to suceeed in the
task.
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Phelim’s Philosophy was a regular column
in the Herald & Tribune. The author was
unknown. Despite the passage of the
Sedition Act, which greatly censored
criticism of the United States’ government,
“Phelim” criticized the draft in this edition
of his column, which ran in the Herald &
Tribune on February 14, 1918.

“What right has the government to draft
the flower of the land and send them to the
front, and permit a lot of drones, worthless
no account barnacles of society who
happen to be over the draft age to remain
home in perfect security . . . .imposing their
worthless presence as a burden upon the
efforts of others?”

The column follows on the next page.
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i e i 3 fhe puys In
unlform are not dresding the dangers
of what is ahead of them but what is
behind.,

Assure them that the loafers at bome
will be put to work producing somes
thing for them to fight with, and there
need be no feag of what will happen
when they are strung cot in France.

I these loufers, of which every town
and every rural dietrict has ita share,
are 100 old to dratt, surely there should
be some law oo our stutute books thet
would compel them to wssist in paying
the fight whille others fight. We hope
oar Uncle Samuel will fiad & way to put
such suggestions into execution.

Itis the duty of the nation to give
the farmer a fair chance to raise food
the nation has meked him to produce
Just ms it is the duty of the farmer on
his part to leave uo stone or effort une
turned or untralned to succeed in the
task.

There will s0on be snother liberty
loan affered to the public, and we pres
Gict It will be more readily and speedily
token op than the two previogs ones,
a8 tee people of the nation better
reahze the necessity of carryiog the
war 10 & successful finish. The farming
and country cluss were unjustly eriti

cised by the unthinking few not rallying
and over euhaczibing for their prorata
part of the loan. This was very unjust
and uncalled for, ss every thinking
farmer will know. This class was not
organized and sppesled to personally as
the cities and villages were. Neither
was the educationn]l matter spread in
& very Jarge percentage of the rural
sections. * It Is much easier to enthuse
people when thay csn be reached in
groups or personal contact. There is no
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-&Qonllu to the momcemont‘w
government, ang through United
Marshall-J, R, Thompson' of
Knoxville, Chief of Police D, J. Hick~
than lias been pamed to Fegister. all
‘German alien_enegnies i this city
‘and sectlion, the date of registration
betug from" February 4.to 9-inclu-
slve. Blanks and all necessary pa-
rpeu have been forwarded to Chiet
Ims.kmn by Marshal Thowpson and
(all officers and citizens ‘are work-
ing to the end that all German alien
enemies may be repistered. .
A Cerman alien enemy Is desig-
nated by the government as follows:
“All nglives, - citifens, denizens or

tioperial G wemwt. belng
meles of the Rge of 14
who ave wlu;ln the Un
and not getusliy umn{lua Es Au-
erlcan eitizens.”

1t Is generally belloud that the
number of such persons in this s
‘tlon will be small, and ghat the wa-
jority of those coming under "the
sbove provisions, will be . found
awmong the membership of the mm-'
taln branch soldlers’ home, where
quits a, number of the veterans are’
of foreign birth.!, Several -members
there, it is oul«} ‘have never been
naturalited. However, - ral of
foreigu birth have taken but uturo.
alization papers. The officers of the
howe working at this and all
the unnhturalized citizens will be
asked to register at the, ofice of
Chict chkxn ~on the dates set-
apart. s

suhjects of tie German empire or|.

This article appeared in the Johnson City Comet on
January 31, 1918. During times of war, people from
opposing nations are often identified and targeted,
however unjustly.

A German alien was described as any male from
Germany who was 14 years of age or older and was
not a naturalized citizen. As this article suggested,
there were probably few in the Johnson City area,
and most of them were probably veterans who had
retired to the Old Soldiers’ Home.
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Red Cross workers Mrs. Lyle, Mrs. W.B. Harrison, Mrs. Jones, and two unidentified ladies with
two, local Doughboys pose in front of a Red Cross station in Johnson City. Photo courtesy of the
Archives of Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, Burr Harrison Photographs.

During the war, the women of
Washington County stepped up
and assumed roles that had
typically been assigned to men.
This included the Pig Club, which
girls were allowed to join for the
first time in 1918. This
advertisement for the club ran on
February 14, 1918, in the Herald &
Tribune.
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"I Want thehelp
of every woman

in the country
; Uncle Sam

A
KITCHEN .‘
|

»
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Prepare"\\¥
Another Meal Ask !
Yourself These Questions:

"How can | reduce the wastage of food in my kitchen?”

“"How can ! save an hour a day to do knitting or Red Cross work
for Uncle Sam?”

“"How can | save my energy so as to be better able 1o help Un-
cle Sam?"”

CAFANKE e X1

Patriotic ads encouraged
people to buy war bonds, war
savings stamps, and to shop
local.

This ad from Shipley’s
Hardware (the Antique Store
on Main St today) appeared in
the Herald & Tribune on May 2,
1918.

The Napanee Dutch Kitchenet is one
answer.

fhe Napance Duteh Kitelienet  vanbles you to place every kitclun
Glensil so thet o s wrthin easy reach  while seated st the shding
table of the Ktebienet. |t panbles you to prepare an eatire  meal
without having to walk baekward and forwand from one place 1o an
nther i your kitchen as & andinanly pecessasy

These twi Inctors wlone will enable you to save hours o day in dng
kitchen work. Hecause all the food can be prepared and kept at voe

place. 1t redaces the wastage of food  Thin is another big ilem 1o
bo considerad

The Dutch Kitchenet should be o every kitehen be
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cause it coaserves [ood, time, and energy, It
mikes the kidchen look more attractive and
transforms kitchen drudgery into o plessure.

Have a Dutch Kitchenet Delivered to

Absaluieds  sabllary sua
PR

Your Home on Our Easy Payment Plan,

We want 10 help every housewlfe to conserve her food, time and energy.
I'or that reasan we are selling Dateh Kitchenets on terms <o casy that
vvery housewife can afford to buy ane

Come to our store and select yonrs today, We will
place it in your home and allow you to pay for it

0t the rateof $1.00 Down and $1.00 a Week.

Help Uncle Sam by placing a Napanee Duich
Kitchenet in Your Home,

“Foud will help win the war, don’t waste Il " Hoover

SHIPLEY HARDWARE CO. |
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IDLERS WILL BE 6
" PUT TO WORK

Enforcement of Tennessee
Vagrancy Law Will Re
lieve Labor Scarcity W

Steps sre being taken to rgdly
enforce the vagrancy law of the
stete with o view to solving the
problem of furm and factory help

Tennessee has a complete and
perfect law covering vagrancy, th
and the enforcement will doubt- 0
less relieve the shortage of farm
and factory laborers all over the
state.

Any peace officer of the state
shenfls, constables and police
men who faill to prefer charges J(
aguinst persons they know to be
guily of vagrancy, is liable toa
fine of $100.

Anyone falling with any of the
classes below is a vagrant at

Tramps; able bodied persons Ci
leading idle, immoral or profigate
lives; persons without visible and C
lawful means of support; habitual ol
loafers, loiters and idlersin towns, &1
cities, or neighborhoods, or about |
railroad stations or other public| W
persons trading in stolen U

property, or in any alcoholic|

liquors; every common gambler; &

operators and employees of gam- I

bling devices; persons engaged in |

obtaining money fraudulently, by

trick; device or occupation; per- I

sons loitering about the premises |

of others after sunset; able bodied
persons subsisting upon the char-

ity of others; prostitutes; keep- t)

ers of houses of prostitution; s!

keepers of gambling houses; per- 1t

sons living on wages of minor "!
i children; perons from 16 to 21|,

th
vr

|

i

years of age, not at work nor in | g
* school, and whose parents are |sl
. not able to support them. {
"~ From every side comes the cry
~ for more belp, If every man will R
~ do his duty in this matter vigran-
" cy'can be stamped out. Let us
‘g“t'ﬁ! slogan “Work,SWork-
_{LW. or War,” really effective.

Jd

d

|

|
e

Tennessee’s Vagrancy Law had a wide definition of
“vagrant,” including “tramps, able bodied persons leading
idle, immoral or profligate lives; persons without visible and
lawful means of support; habitual loafers, loiters and idlers
in towns, cities, or neighborhoods, or about railroad stations
or other public places; persons trading in stolen property, or
in any alcoholic liquors; every common gambler.” The list
went on from there. Under the law, people meeting this
description could be placed in work camps for the war effort.




Members of the Rhudy family of
Johnson City pictured in their
uniforms.

Photo courtesy of the Archives
of Appalachia, East Tennessee
State University, James Agee
Film Project Photographs.

'I‘he Boys at the Front
— == | Are Trusting
INYOU!

On the Western Front whore the gtim visaged mon-

ster of War = mging, our American boy s are fae
ing Danger and Death.

To defent the Sthid forces of the Moodthiesty Mus, they must huve

food, chothing eed e mranitioes of war

At the call of God and Humanity, they went, risking
their |ives, but Trusting in Yeu to help lurnish these
things

FRIDAY, JUNE 28
NATIONAL WAR SAVINGS DAY
You we sskod = plodgs yourslf 1o SAVE sod INVEST pour suvings
W War Savings Saamgs 10 bach up the duys over tere

Will You Be True to the Trust?

TR AL FAPRUTIOALLY COMTRIBETES WY
M MAY & ou

This War Bond advertisement ran in the Herald & Tribune on June 27, 1918.
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Our Part

GETTING ALONG WITH LESS SUGAR

The Pulp Left After the Juice Has Been Extracted May Be Made Into Pastes
and Sauces
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How the War is Hitting
The Newspapers

— e ————

Steps Taken to Prevent Paper Shortage

Under an order issued by the War Indusgtrial Board
all weekly newsapers are required to reduce the amount
of paper used 15 per cent, beginning Sept. 15.

To meet this requirement of the government, the Her-
ald and Tribune must either reduce the number of pages
or cut its circulation. We do not find it practicable to
reduce the size of the paper at this time, so we are forced
to accept the alternative of reducing our circulation. We
appreciate the large list of readers we have, and would
be glad to continue carrying those who do not find it
convenient to pay up at the expiration of their subscrip-

. tian, but we must meet the demands of the War Board.
In view of this fact, we cannot continue those who are
as much os THREE MONTHS BEHIND unless paid up
by September 15. Those whose subscription have been
due for some time need not be surprised when the Her-
ald and Tribune ceases to reach them after Sept. 15.
BETTER PAY UP TODAY BEFORE THE KNIFE IS

~{ APPLIED. :
We also have a large number of exchanges, practically

all of which we are compelled to discontinue. Ths we

regret to do as we gel much inspiration and many ideas

~_irom our contemporaries, but we must all save, sacrifice,
- | and serve in to win the war and crush the power
| of the world's blackest criminal. -

EDITOR.




'WASHINGTON COUNTY
| RANKS ~ SEVENTH

_— e ————

A report compiled in the office
'of State War Savings Director T.
: R. Preston, Ghattanooga, shows
lthat Washiagton county ranks

. seventh among the 96 counties of
the state in the sale of War Savings
’Stamps up to Sept. 1. The sales |
for the county amounted to $360.-
!525.75 or a per capita of $10.73
for each of its 33,611 inhabitants,
! Ol the upper East Tennessee
“counties, Washington leads them
.all, the per capita of some of her
'sister counties falling as low as

$2.75.

The totai face value of stamps
sold in the State to Sept. 1,
amounted to $17,401,587.53.




FORD AND EDISON
SPEND NIGHT HERE:

Thos. A. Edison, the inventor, '

Henry Ford, the automobile man-

ufacturer, John Burroughs, the!
great naturalist, H. E. Fairstone |
and S. A. Belwalch, spent Monday.
night at W. M. Lee's atmile south '
of town, where they set up camp
for the night. They traveled i in’
two large -Packard cars aocompn~

nied by two large trucks carrying |

their camping outfit.
They were en route to Asheville,
N. C., on a sight seeing expedition.
The camping party was visited
by some of the citizens of the
town who did much to augment
the comfort and convenience of

the noted visitors. -
o Me. in his enthusiasm,
. named the place where they spent

: the night camp Robert E. Lee.
. The people of the town proper

In the midst of the First World War,
Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, and
John Burroughs, among others,
stopped in Washington County on
their way through the area. This
article appeared in the Herald &
Tribune on August 29, 1918.

To learn more about this moment,
check out the exhibit near the front
door of the museum under the
large painting.
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Bill Martin Seat. to Federa
Court for Abusive Lan-

" gnage Against President

——

United States Deputy Marshall J.
D. Brown of Greene county yester-
day arrested “Bill" Martin of Clai-
born street, this city, on a g&-em-
ment warrant charging him with
making seditious remarks agalinst
President Wilson. Martin was yes-
terday given a hearing before United
States Commisisoner E. J. Vaught
and bound over to federal court, in
the sum of $1,000 for his appearance
before Judge Sanford at Greeneville
the first Monday in March.

It was brought out !n the testi-
mony, t Martin had made -the

stateme that hor would like to

shoot about t@#a_gallons of ground
glass into President Wilson, and a
number of seditious remarks.,  Me
was alleged to have made the re-
marks, adding a nwnber of vile
oaths, while discussing the food reg-
ulations,

The penalty for the crime with
"which Martin is ¢harged provides
that upon conviction the gullty par-
ty shall be fined not exceeding $10.-
000 and tmprisoned not to exceed
five Jyears, or bhoth.

This article appeared in the Johnson
City Comet, a precursor to the
Johnson City Press, on February 14,
1918.
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WILL GIVE MONEY
BUT WILL NOT LOAN

Washington County Man Presents
Difficult Problem to War
Savings Committee

One man has been found in Tennessee
who is apparently perfectly agreeabie
to giving of his money to the govern.
ment to help finance the war, bot he is |
adamant on the, principle that he will |
not collect interest on loans. He seems !
fo have a conscience that revolts ut the
idea of receiving inferest on hia money, !
consequently he does not lend on such |
terms. .

This man is named Artie lsenberg
and he lives near Gray's Station, Wash~.
ington county. He has absolutely re~
fused to purchhse war savings stamps
and has also probably refused to invest
in liberty bonds. He has been classi-
fied as a slacker under the standard of
the war savings eampaign and has heen
reported to the state director aa such.
Mr. Preston caused to be written to
him one of the letters that are being
sent to all persons reported as cither
refusing to buy at ail or decline to buy
‘as many stamps as their means would
justify, and Isenberg answered in the
following language:

“l beg to say that I do not loan
money at interest. So you sece why I
 have not bought any stamps, they bear
luhmt. But I cangive and hereby
pledge- to give to the United States
 treasury $10 a month till the dopof
tln war.""

o R i A PR B B AR D A0 AR O—.J*b.rr!-
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This article appeared in the Herald &
Tribune on October 17, 1918.

It is odd for us to think of today, but
in 1918, a person had to buy war
bonds or war savings stamps in
order to contribute to the war
effort. There really was no other
way.




YOU GAN HELP

The Jonesboro Chapter of the
Red Cross has been asked to col-
lect 5,205 pounds of clothing ?or
Belgian sufferers.

Any kind of clothing—shoes,
caps, hats, clothing for men wo-
men, babies and childrenof ali
ages is needed. Any kind of

SUFFERING BELGIANS.

clotlnngz that i is usable will be ac- |
ccptcd

The campaign for the collection
of this clothing is open from Sept.
23 1o 30. All Auxiliaries and all
persons in the county are earnest-
lo appealed to for helpin this
campaign. Look up all castaway
clothing that could be used by the
unfortunate, homeless, hungry,
naked Belgians and bring or send
them at once to Mrs. Gus Btodrick
at the Jonesboro Inn.

American citizens had been sending aid to “suffering Belgians” long before the United States

officially entered the war in 1917.

School was suspended for many months in late 1918 during the Spanish influenza pandemic.



JONESBORD

CELEEBRATES

Monday, Nov. 11, will never be

ed the quiet old town, the whole
populace became astir. Church
bells *rang out the glad tidings,
whistles blew, guns were fired,
boys yelled, strong men wept and

stock untended, and_rushed

i
gt

R

World War | officially ended on the eleventh
hour, of the eleventh day, of the eleventh
month in 1918.
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Another shot at the end of WWI celebration in downtown Johnson City. Photo courtesy of the
Archives of Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, James Agee Film Project Photographs.



|| estimating the German losses it seems
, | judging them from what | saw. with my
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BERNIE DAMELS
WRITES FROM FRANCE

Somewhere in France, Sept. 18, 1918.
Dear Father and Mother:

This lesves Ira and I enjoying fine
health and getting along just fine. We
are still in the same company.

I truly hope this will find all at home
well and enjoying life. I have been
through some pretty exciting times
since | wrote you last. W e were in the
big all American drive which I am sure
you have already read with joy.

We beat the Huns at their own game
and started them well on their way to
Berlin, thatis the best and fastest
runners, the others we brought back
with us which isn’t & few, ° ;

We are now back ina quiet little
village for a mucn needed rest. The
papers are giving a preity straight
story of the drive, and instead of over

they must be under estimating them

OWD eyes.

You ask what kind of weather we are
hvhcoutlnn The days are very
M but a little cool at night.
‘That is because we use the ground for
httdhll and the sky for oar roof,

that is when we are visiting the Huns,

supplied. U Sam his sodliers
a-:htmhhdht

myhh!ﬂlpﬂm&ow

‘but that isn’t because we are not well

el)

ted young men. The sympathies
v~ "lof thepeople go out to the family
s 4ﬂhthdrdnrkbourofml. ‘

JONESBORO BOYS
KILLED IN FRANGE

Sergt. Bernia Daniels

A telegram  received by Jno.
Daniels last week bore the sad

Daniels,
Oct. 14.

Serg. Daniels was a member of
Co. K., 6th Infantry. He volun-
teered in May 1917, took training
at Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga., and went
across in January of this year.
He was 28 years of age, wasa
young man of splendid quulities,i
and had a good record, both as a !
citizen and as a Soldier.

To the great sorrow of the peo-
ple of the town, Geo C. Mottern!g
received a telegram Nov. 21, offi-
cially notifying him that his son,
Sergt. Virgil C. Mottern was killed

Sergt. Mottern belonged to the
Field Signal Battalion of the fam-
20th Division which fought so fu-
riously during the last days of the
war. While holding a splendid |
position as operator for the South-
ern Railway, he was called to ser-
vice on Sept. 19, 1917. He went
into training at camp Gordon, was
transferred to camp Sevier and
went overseas in May, 1918,

He was 28 years of age and one
ot the town’s most highly respect-

-—-—.m.'..-—.-

Sergt. Virgil C. Mottern :
I

in action on Oet. 19. 1

news that his son, Serg. Bernie'
had been killed in action '

::s-—-amﬂn'n Ll -
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Srgt Bernie
Daniels sent
a letter
home to his
parents in
September
of 1918.

That
November,
they
learned of
his death in
combat.
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WOULDNT EXCHANGE PLACES
WITH BANK PRESIDENT

A, E. F.. Sept. 16th, 1915,
Me. and Mrs. N. E.  herfey,
Jonerboro, Tenn.
Dear Parents
Just a few lines today to let vou know
that | am wel! and trust you both are

the same
Since | wrote you iast, | have been ‘

2]

M

{hin

th
m

! continually on the move, riding some [ '
.

ihundrof twenty-five miles Inn truck.
| This un-q:e of the largest truck trains '
|

|1 sver snw. In fnet there were more

- |
| tracks 10 the train than there are peo

| ple in Joneshoro.
You remember | . purchased » large |
amount of equipment when | left the

| States, this being required before |

satled, and 1t 1 ingeresting to note that

1 have now only Ke amount | am able
to carry, the remainder being scattercd |
from Liverpool to——. | will be abie |
to run foot races up mountains. Have |

pack. | cannot tell you where | am but '
| can say that ] heve seen the beauties
of the Rockies surpassed. |
| can honestly say that 1 would not |
exchange places with the president of |
the Bank and Trust company, forl
have been in the front line trenches
unds. fire and in No Man’s land, and 1
feel good about it because the purpose
of my mission over here is that of ser- |
vice, and when | see the terrible havoc
 wrought by the Germans upon the
| French people, it gives me new coursge
| to know 1 am fighting for right against
might.

Since writing you last, 1 have been in
the front line trenches under fire and |
led the first patrol from Company B,
across No Mao's land and  succeeded in
cutting the Boche's wire entanglements.

1 have keen sppointed Battalion Seout
officer and lesder of large psatrols.
This is very nervy work but it is excits
ing. We operate at night and sleep in
day time. Lieutensnt Bugh Hoss, of
Johnson City, is my fellow ofiicer.

| appreciate the joband am willing to
make the supreme sacrifice if necessary.
1 do hope'you are getting along fine and
that everything is O. K. Don't worry
about me.

With moch love and best wishes, |
am,

Your son,
WaLrer Leg SuErrey,
Lt. 58rd 1uf. U, S. Army.
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hiked thirty miles over mountsins with] r
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The following letter was
ceived by Frank Phillips, of Bol::

mantown, relative to the death of
his brother William, who died on
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WASHINGTON COUNTY BOYS
MAKE SUPREME SACRIFICE

P - —

Recent casualty lists contain the
names of the following Washing-
ton county boys killed in action in
France:

Serg. Virgil Mottern, Jonesboro.

Serg. Bernie Daniels, Jonesboro.

Corp. Roby Hendrix, Johnson
City. .

Prvt. Wm. Holmes, Jonesboro.

Wesley Furchess, Embreeville,
died of disease.

Emmet Cole, Johnson City.

Serg. Hobart B. Jones, Johnson
City. .
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civikzation against barbarism.
Itis almost a refection upon
the army of the Confederacy and
' the superb heroes of that struggle
d ¢ use the utter poverty of the
of "South in 1865 and the fearful
of | 1osses incurred, even for the pur-
- ' pose of contrasting the conditions
'r- | prevailinZ then with those in Ger-
fle | many, as a reason why Germany
M. | could bear the burden of financial
ed indemnity which we have sug-
'€ gested, and which we insist is only
T" ' a reasonable price to make Ger-
{"i many pay for its crimes.
N Unpuished crime begets new
’crime. and an unbeaten, unpun-
h, | ished Germany would 'soon beget
of | new wars and more horrors thru
Y | the years to come. Germany
' | should be penalized into financial
Id | angd mtlitary weakness for at least
fifty years to come, and then its

€ | punishment would be all too mild.
e - - —
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This is a snippet from
Editor E.S. Depew’s
column following the
Armistice calling for
the swift and
irrevocable
punishment of
Germany and its
citizens.

“Phelim” argued that
the peace proposed by
the Treaty of Versailles
was too harsh and
tarnished all those who
had fought for the
cause.




Throughout the war, women would write letters to
soldiers overseas, whether they knew them or not.
Jonesborough resident Mary Lucy Epps, known by the
nickname of “Cute,” had shared several letters with a
soldier by the name of Edward Healey out of Chicago.
After the war was over, Mrs. V.P. Jensen wrote to Mary
hoping against hope that the girl had heard from her
son Edward.

Dear Miss Epps,

| am Edward Healey’s mother (Mrs. V.P.
Jensen.) | am writing to tell you | have taken the
liberty of opening your last letter to him — hoping to
learn he had gone south. | received a telegram June
18" saying he had arrived in New York safely and
would be home within a week. | have had no other
word from him, but Thursday a.m. | received his
honorable discharge certificate from the Gov. dated
June 20" - Will you kindly let me have the letter he
wrote you, you spoke of receiving June 25™? | will
consider it a lasting favor, and will return it to you as |
have nothing in his writing to verify his being in the
States — we have telegraphed and made every inquiry
but it’s like working in the dark as we cannot trace him
after June 20" Unless | have something by tomorrow
morning, | shall put it in the hands of the Secret
Service. Edward was always so thoughtful about my
worrying that he never planned a trip no matter how
insignificant without telling me where | could reach
him, and through this entire war — he has never missed
writing from one to 3 times a week, he was so anxious
to reach home. | can’t account for this silence unless —
the strain has been too much this past year, or foul

lay — as I’'m sure he had quite a large sum of money
with him. So girlie if you will send his letter right away
I’ll take care of it and return it with several others | am
holding intact, hoping against hope for his return.
Thanking you in advance. | am his worried mother.

Unfortunately, Edward Healey fell prey to a gang that
would rob and sometimes murder returning soldiers as
they stepped off the train or boat.




This will was written in France by Lester P. Harris as he was serving overseas. He addressed it to his mother,
with strict instructions about what was to happen to his possessions should he perish in the war.
Unfortunately, Lester died in July of 1918, a few months after he drafted this will. His family lived at 824 East
Myrtle Street in Johnson City in a home known as “Orchard Place.” The Harris family was a very prominent
family, and there is a street in Johnson City named in honor of Lester Harris. This will is held in the Washington
County, Tennessee, Department of Records Management and Archives.




Army tank at Science Hill Academy in Johnson City in 1919. Photo courtesy of the Archives of

Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, Burr Harrison Photographs.



