
“I have been in the front line trenches under fire in No Man’s Land . . .”: 

Washington County During World War One 

 

This exhibit resource book consists of newspaper articles, letters, and pictures that help tell the 

experience of Washington County citizens during World War One, whether they served their 

country in the Armed Forces, or worked to support the war effort from home. 

 

 

 

Doughboys camped near the First Christian Church in Johnson City, circa 1917.  Photo courtesy 

of the Archives of Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, Burr Harrison Photographs. 



 

The following article appeared in the Herald & 

Tribune on February 7, 1918.  Editor E.S. Depew 

took an issue with a poem that had appeared in 

The Johnson City Comet on January 30, 1918.  In 

Mr. Depew’s opinion, even in times of war, civility 

should be encouraged  



  

Phelim’s Philosophy was a regular column 

in the Herald & Tribune.  The author was 

unknown.  Despite the passage of the 

Sedition Act, which greatly censored 

criticism of the United States’ government, 

“Phelim” criticized the draft in this edition 

of his column, which ran in the Herald & 

Tribune on February 14, 1918. 

“What right has the government to draft 

the flower of the land and send them to the 

front, and permit a lot of drones, worthless 

no account barnacles of society who 

happen to be over the draft age to remain 

home in perfect security . . . .imposing their 

worthless presence as a burden upon the 

efforts of others?” 

The column follows on the next page. 



 



 

This article appeared in the Johnson City Comet on 

January 31, 1918.  During times of war, people from 

opposing nations are often identified and targeted, 

however unjustly.   

A German alien was described as any male from 

Germany who was 14 years of age or older and was 

not a naturalized citizen.  As this article suggested, 

there were probably few in the Johnson City area, 

and most of them were probably veterans who had 

retired to the Old Soldiers’ Home. 



 

Red Cross workers Mrs. Lyle, Mrs. W.B. Harrison, Mrs. Jones, and two unidentified ladies with 

two, local Doughboys pose in front of a Red Cross station in Johnson City.  Photo courtesy of the 

Archives of Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, Burr Harrison Photographs. 

 

 

During the war, the women of 

Washington County stepped up 

and assumed roles that had 

typically been assigned to men.  

This included the Pig Club, which 

girls were allowed to join for the 

first time in 1918.  This 

advertisement for the club ran on 

February 14, 1918, in the Herald & 

Tribune. 



 



 

Patriotic ads encouraged 

people to buy war bonds, war 

savings stamps, and to shop 

local.   

This ad from Shipley’s 

Hardware (the Antique Store 

on Main St today) appeared in 

the Herald & Tribune on May 2, 

1918. 



 



 

Tennessee’s Vagrancy Law had a wide definition of 

“vagrant,” including “tramps, able bodied persons leading 

idle, immoral or profligate lives; persons without visible and 

lawful means of support; habitual loafers, loiters and idlers 

in towns, cities, or neighborhoods, or about railroad stations 

or other public places; persons trading in stolen property, or 

in any alcoholic liquors; every common gambler.”  The list 

went on from there.  Under the law, people meeting this 

description could be placed in work camps for the war effort. 



 

 

 

This War Bond advertisement ran in the Herald & Tribune on June 27, 1918. 

Members of the Rhudy family of 

Johnson City pictured in their 

uniforms.   

Photo courtesy of the Archives 

of Appalachia, East Tennessee 

State University, James Agee 

Film Project Photographs. 

 



 



 



 



 

In the midst of the First World War, 

Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, and 

John Burroughs, among others, 

stopped in Washington County on 

their way through the area.  This 

article appeared in the Herald & 

Tribune on August 29, 1918. 

To learn more about this moment, 

check out the exhibit near the front 

door of the museum under the 

large painting. 



 

This article appeared in the Johnson 

City Comet, a precursor to the 

Johnson City Press, on February 14, 

1918.   



 

This article appeared in the Herald & 

Tribune on October 17, 1918.   

It is odd for us to think of today, but 

in 1918, a person had to buy war 

bonds or war savings stamps in 

order to contribute to the war 

effort.  There really was no other 

way. 



 

American citizens had been sending aid to “suffering Belgians” long before the United States 

officially entered the war in 1917. 

 

 

School was suspended for many months in late 1918 during the Spanish influenza pandemic. 



 

World War I officially ended on the eleventh 

hour, of the eleventh day, of the eleventh 

month in 1918. 



 

Another shot at the end of WWI celebration in downtown Johnson City.  Photo courtesy of the 

Archives of Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, James Agee Film Project Photographs. 

 

 



   

Srgt Bernie 

Daniels sent 

a letter 

home to his 

parents in 

September 

of 1918.   

That 

November, 

they 

learned of 

his death in 

combat. 



   



 



   

 

This is a snippet from 

Editor E.S. Depew’s 

column following the 

Armistice calling for 

the swift and 

irrevocable 

punishment of 

Germany and its 

citizens. 

“Phelim” argued that 

the peace proposed by 

the Treaty of Versailles 

was too harsh and 

tarnished all those who 

had fought for the 

cause. 



 

 

Throughout the war, women would write letters to 

soldiers overseas, whether they knew them or not.  

Jonesborough resident Mary Lucy Epps, known by the 

nickname of “Cute,” had shared several letters with a 

soldier by the name of Edward Healey out of Chicago.  

After the war was over, Mrs. V.P. Jensen wrote to Mary 

hoping against hope that the girl had heard from her 

son Edward. 

Dear Miss Epps, 

 I am Edward Healey’s mother (Mrs. V.P. 

Jensen.)  I am writing to tell you I have taken the 

liberty of opening your last letter to him – hoping to 

learn he had gone south.  I received a telegram June 

18th saying he had arrived in New York safely and 

would be home within a week.  I have had no other 

word from him, but Thursday a.m. I received his 

honorable discharge certificate from the Gov. dated 

June 20th – Will you kindly let me have the letter he 

wrote you, you spoke of receiving June 25th?  I will 

consider it a lasting favor, and will return it to you as I 

have nothing in his writing to verify his being in the 

States – we have telegraphed and made every inquiry 

but it’s like working in the dark as we cannot trace him 

after June 20tt.  Unless I have something by tomorrow 

morning, I shall put it in the hands of the Secret 

Service.  Edward was always so thoughtful about my 

worrying that he never planned a trip no matter how 

insignificant without telling me where I could reach 

him, and through this entire war – he has never missed 

writing from one to 3 times a week, he was so anxious 

to reach home.  I can’t account for this silence unless – 

the strain has been too much this past year, or foul 

play – as I’m sure he had quite a large sum of money 

with him.  So girlie if you will send his letter right away 

I’ll take care of it and return it with several others I am 

holding intact, hoping against hope for his return.  

Thanking you in advance.  I am his worried mother. 

Unfortunately, Edward Healey fell prey to a gang that 

would rob and sometimes murder returning soldiers as 

they stepped off the train or boat. 



 

 

 

 

This will was written in France by Lester P. Harris as he was serving overseas.  He addressed it to his mother, 

with strict instructions about what was to happen to his possessions should he perish in the war.  

Unfortunately, Lester died in July of 1918, a few months after he drafted this will.  His family lived at 824 East 

Myrtle Street in Johnson City in a home known as “Orchard Place.”  The Harris family was a very prominent 

family, and there is a street in Johnson City named in honor of Lester Harris.  This will is held in the Washington 

County, Tennessee, Department of Records Management and Archives.  



 

 

Army tank at Science Hill Academy in Johnson City in 1919.  Photo courtesy of the Archives of 

Appalachia, East Tennessee State University, Burr Harrison Photographs. 

 


