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Heritage Alliance Launches Online Archival Database 

For the past four years, the Heri-

tage Alliance has been working 

hard to digitize our archival    

collection of photos. We have 

over 5,000 images in our collec-

tion. These photos capture the 

history of Washington County, 

especially the evolution of Jones-

borough through time. To date, 

we have scanned over 4,000  

photos. This process would not 

have been possible without 

grants from the Tennessee State 

Library and Archives, including 

a grant for our computer and 

scanner. A grant we received  

earlier this year from the TSLA 

allowed us to hire a contract   

archivist to upload the images to 

our online database and create the 

appropriate metadata.  Ian 

Kirkpatrick uploaded over 2,000 

images before his contract was 

over in May 2022. Since then, 

we’ve had the assistance of a 

summer intern and our Ameri-

Corps Appalachia CARES      

Service Member Samuel Bowen. 

 

We are excited to announce that 

our database, complete with over 

3,000 photos and more coming 

every week, is ready to be 

launched to the public. Visit this 

link to see the photos. https://

netnalliance.sentryfile.com/SentryFile/

published_application.aspx. The Sen-

tryFile system is perfect for our 

needs, and we’re grateful to the 

Mooneyhan Family Foundation 

for their assistance with the     

initial purchase of the program. 

 

How does it work? Click on the 

“Archive” option in the 

“Cabinet” menu. Once you’ve 

selected “Archive,” you’re ready 

to type your search term in the 

search bar. Do you want to 

search for a person, date, or 

street? You can be as specific or 

general as you like. If you have 

issues with the database, let us 

know. This will ensure the origi-

nal photos stay safe and secure 

and the public has access to his-

tory. The database will soon be 

hosted on the front page of our 

website. 

44th Annual Progressive Dinner 12/3/22 

tickets now at Jonesborough.com/

tickets before they’re gone. This 

is the largest fundraiser for our 

educational programs.  

We always need volunteers for 

this event. If you’re interested in 

volunteering, please let us know. 

Our volunteers are our life blood 

and we cannot thank them 

enough. 

Picture of OHS by Peter Montanti 

of Mountain Photographics, Inc. 

The 44th Progressive Dinner will 

delight guests on Saturday, 

December 3rd. This year’s 

locations include the Oak Hill 

Schoolhouse, a pre-Civil War 

house located in Mill Spring Park, 

the McKinney Center, and a 

beautiful, brick home on 

Woodrow Ave.  

The 6:00 pm seating is already 

sold out, and the other tickets are 

going fast. We still have a small 

amount of tickets for the 4:00 pm 

& 7:40 pm seatings. Get your 

https://netnalliance.sentryfile.com/SentryFile/published_application.aspx
https://netnalliance.sentryfile.com/SentryFile/published_application.aspx
https://netnalliance.sentryfile.com/SentryFile/published_application.aspx
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Fresh Perspectives on Local History at the JWCHM 

exhibit is made possible by a 

g r a n t  f r o m  H u m a n i t i e s 

Tennessee. 

 

Follow the Heritage Alliance on 

s o c i a l  m e d i a  f o r  m o r e 

information, and make plans to 

come visit the exhibits in-person 

this fall!  

One our favorite new pieces of 

Cherokee China are these pig salt 

and pepper shakers. 

The Jonesborough & Washington 

Coun t y Hi s to r y Museum 

(JWCHM) offers rotating exhibits 

to both visitors and locals alike. 

This fall, several new exhibits 

will premier, telling fresh stories 

about regional history and the 

people of the past. The first 

rotating exhibit is a miniature 

case display showcasing new 

pieces of Cherokee China   

recently added to the Heritage 

Alliance’s museum collection. It 

offers a selective recounting of 

the company’s history during the 

mid-twentieth century, and the 

role their pottery production 

played in the region. Thanks to a 

generous donation by Eric 

Morrow, the case includes several 

beautiful examples of hand-

painted Cherokee China! 

Another new exhibit, “Eight 

Myths About Appalachia,” is 

slated to arrive this fall, and 

provides an in-depth look at a few 

p r o m i n e n t  A p p a l a c h i a n 

stereotypes, past and present. The 

display consists of several large, 

informative panels where visitors 

can encounter, learn more about, 

and maybe even debunk some of 

the more durable Appalachian 

stereotypes! “We want to take an 

opportunity to explain the 

historical origins of some of these 

misconceptions,” says Dr. Megan 

Cullen Tewell, lead researcher on 

the exhibit. “And to trace the 

methods of how these stereotypes 

were created, how they spread, 

and the lasting influence that 

they’ve had for our region and its 

inhabitants.” The “Eight Myths” 

New Interactive Case in the JWHCM 

Part of the Cherokee China 

exhibit is housed in one of our 

vintage mid-twentieth century 

display cases. This case was 

dedicated to the memory of 

George Wilkinson, father of 

Washington County Attorney 

Allyson Wilkinson, who passed 

away last year. Thanks to a 

generous donation from a select 

group of Washington County 

Commissioners, the Heritage 

Alliance was able to convert the 

piece into an interactive, hands-on 

case, with lit display drawers. 

Although the Cherokee China 

exhibit is not interactive, we are 

excited to incorporate that 

element into our history displays 

moving forward. 

 

What would you like to see in the 

case? Share your ideas with us by 

calling our office at 423-753-

9580 or emailing us at 

info@heritageall.org. This is the 

first interactive case we’ve had, 

and we’re very excited to get it up 

and running. This is a great new 

way to interact with younger 

museum-goers. 
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Where are you from? What 

brought you to the area ? 

I am originally from Eastern 

Shore, Maryland but for the last 

few years have claimed Lake 

Anna, Virginia as home as I love 

the water, the mountains and 

hiking.  Since retiring from a non-

profit in downtown Washington, 

D.C., my migration to NE TN 

resulted from my granddaughters 

living within a few hours of 

here. My son relocated from Utah 

and they live in Rolesville, NC 

which is right outside of Raleigh. 

And finally, I LOVE the 

mountains which allow me to 

enjoy nature and all that it offers.  

 

What inspired you to get 

involved with the Heritage 

Alliance? 

Since retiring from corporate in 

2013, I have enjoyed sharing my 

professional expertise (of being a 

people person by way of Human 

Resources and Training) with 

organizations that interest me.  I 

did volunteer for the Smithsonian 

Institute, Habitat for Humanity, 

and other local causes of which 

many were involved with history 

because I love to learn. The 

Please Frequent Our Business Members as They Help Support Our Region’s History: 

Volunteer Spotlight: Charlena Patterson 

Alliance meets my criteria for 

what I enjoy doing, not making it 

feel like work and that is being 

involved in a giving fun way! 

 

How would you describe your 

volunteer role? What do you 

enjoy about it?  
I would sum up my volunteer role 

by referencing four “F’s” and that 

is ‘Fulfilling, Facts, Fun and 

Family!’  I enjoy meeting people, 

learning and having fun while 

doing both. Additionally, I have 

found that  the ‘Family’ 

atmosphere when volunteering is 

awesome! For I can honestly say, 

all the folks I have met it has 

given me a feeling of being 

surrounded by family, everyone 

helping each other with kindness 

and joy. I have found that 

v o l u n t e e r i n g  h e r e  i n 

Jonesborough affords  me 

accomplishing those four “F’s”. 

 

W h at are your interests ?   

When not volunteering, I still do a 

little professional teaching as an 

adjunct in my chosen field of 

Human Resources for the 

University of Maryland Global 

Campus (UMGC).  I also love to 

hike, read, garden and most 

anything that allows me to be 

outdoors to commune with nature.  

 

What is your favorite historical 

period, subject, or event?   

When I think about history and all 

that has occurred historically, I 

really do not have a favorite 

period, etc. as I enjoy research 

and learning about generally any 

era or subject or event that catch 

my interest.    

 

Why do you think other folks 

should get involved with the 

Heritage Alliance,?   

Again, I would have to reference 

my four “F”s ….Fulfilling, Facts, 

Fun, and Family!’  

 
Below, Charlena at the Chuckey Depot 

Museum, picture  by Nora Davis.  

 

Embree House Wedding Cakes & Historic Farm, The Herald & Tribune, Jonesborough  

Genealogical Society, Law Offices of Edmonds & Edmonds, Law Offices of James R. Wheeler, 

Linnaea Gardens, Main Street Café & Catering, MEK Restoration (Historical  

Restoration & Carpentry), Tennessee Quilts & February Hill Quilting Retreat, The Kitchen at 

Grace Meadows Farm, Architectural Restoration & Paint with Chris Basar, Speed Goat Solutions 

 
For full contact information visit our website at www.heritageall.org/links.  
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areas more practical. The 

establishment of the first National 

Park, Yellowstone, in 1872 and 

the creation of the National Park 

Service in 1916 solidified the 

public’s yearning to explore the 

untapped beauty of the American 

landscape. By the 1920s, a 

burgeoning grassroots movement 

in New England led to one of the 

q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  o u t d o o r 

experiences on the east coast. 

S p an n in g  f r om  Sp r in ge r 

Mountain in Georgia to Mount 

Katahdin in Maine, the 2,190 

miles of the Appalachian Trail 

became not just an outdoorsman’s 

destination, but a valuable asset to 

the economies of “trail towns.” A 

great advocate and early trail 

blazer for the AT in eastern 

Tennessee was none other than 

Jonesborough’s own Paul M. 

Fink. 

 

One of the great joys in Paul 

Fink’s life, was exploring the 

Smoky Mountains with his 

lifelong friend Walter Diehl. 

Fortunately, Paul Fink also kept 

meticulous accounts of their 

outings detailing the landscape, 

weather, flora, fauna, mountain 

communities, and the gear they 

brought along. These accounts 

were compiled into a volume 

entitled Backpacking Was the 

Only Way penned by Paul Fink. 

The forward to the book was 

written by Horace M. Albright, 

former director of the National 

Park Service. Horace Albright 

quickly became acquainted with 

Paul Fink in the 1930s as Fink 

was integral in the establishment 

of the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park and the continued 

conservation of what he called the 

“primeval forests and rugged 

terrain.” Now, why I am telling 

you all this? 

 

The Heritage Alliance holds in its 

collection countless artifacts that 

be longed  to  Paul  F ink , 

specifically, boxes of his camping 

equipment and photographs of his 

trips. Over the next several 

weeks, we will be curating an 

exhibition chronicling not just a 

history of camping, but a holistic 

approach to document the impact 

ecotourism has and continues to 

have in Southern Appalachia. A 

particular focus will be Paul 

F i n k ’ s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n 

establishing the Appalachian 

Trail and the Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park. So 

keep your hiking poles handy as 

we blaze a trail into the social, 

economic, and regional history of 

the “mountain trails.” 

 

Backpacking with Paul Fink at the Chester Inn Museum 

Article by Chester Inn State Historic Site  

& Museum Site Manger Joshua Dacey 

 

With fall creeping ever forward, I 

find myself preparing for one of 

my favorite outdoor activities, 

camping. The crisp evenings 

spent around a campfire. Days 

spent hiking and exploring. It is 

the perfect time to escape the 

trappings of concrete landscapes 

devoid of natural beauty and 

return to a simpler existence. 

These “tramping” trips also 

bridge a historical gap. 

 

Beginning is the mid-19th century, 

Eastern Tennessee and Western 

North Carolina quickly became 

recognized as destinations for a 

respite of city life. In cities such 

as Charleston, Savannah, and 

Wilmington, those who could 

afford a trip to the southern 

Appalachian region were not only 

escaping the din and stifling 

summer heat, they were also 

escaping diseases. With the 

perfect storm of humidity and 

heat, annual outbreaks of cholera, 

yellow fever, typhus, and small 

pox wreaked havoc in the densely 

populated suburban Southern 

cities. The fresh mountain air and 

clean cool spring waters, were a 

beacon for the costal elites. It is in 

this time that camping and hiking 

emerged as leisure activities. 

 

The invention of automobiles and 

the change in labor practices 

during Industrial Revolution, 

expanded the ecotourism industry 

in the early 20th century, making 

access and affordability to rural 

 

 

Paul Fink 

(right), 

Robert 

McCall, 

Francis 

Hawkins 

at  Clark’s 

Creek. 
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What have you been up to since 

you were the 2021 summer   

intern for the Heritage          

Alliance? 

 

Since I interned I graduated from 

Tusculum University with a 

Bachelors of Museum Studies. 

 

What does it mean to you to be 

an Appalachia CARES Ameri-

Corps Service Member? 

 

It's a way to give back to the 

community through the preserva-

tion of objects. 

 

What do you hope to achieve as 

an AmeriCorps Service     

Member?  

 

I hope to gain more experience in 

the field and add more to my   

resume, while being able to grow 

the number of people that may 

one day be able to help me, and I 

could help them in the field of 

museum work. 

 

How do you think we as a field 

can make museum’s more     

energy efficient?  

 

LED motion activated lighting is 

one of the most efficient ways to 

save energy.  

 

What would you like to do in 

the future? 

 

I would like to proceed and find a 

full-time job in the field and still 

be able to find a way to give back 

to the community. 

 

 

Samuel Bowen Returns as AmeriCorps Service Member 

Above, Lisa Oakley from the East TN Historical Society presents Anne   

Mason and HA Board Member Hal Hunter with a History in the Media 

Award for the original  play “Nancy.” You can see the play on November 

18th.  
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“Music To Our Ears”                           

Useable Past Returns 

The Useable Past, an award-

winning online panel series, 

hosted in partnership by the Heri-

tage Alliance, is back! Returning 

on Thursday, November 17, from 

10:00 to 11:30 AM EST, the    

latest Useable Past installment is 

entitled “Folx Songs: An Inclu-

sive Look at Appalachian Music.” 

Featuring a stellar line up of guest 

speakers, including Drs. Ted    

Olson and Bill Turner of the    

acclaimed Sepia Tones podcast, 

and Ryan Bernard, Education & 

Outreach Archivist at ETSU’s 

Archives of Appalachia, amongst 

others.  

 

The series, an inter-organizational 

virtual program, debuted in 2020 

and has a reputation for curating 

dynamic, knowledgeable speakers 

to address relevant historical/

cultural topics. Dozens of audi-

ence members have enjoyed the 

enriching presentations, lively 

conversation, and moderated 

Q&A segments that make up the 

panel. Mark your calendars, and 

come spend some time with us 

learning more about the diverse 

qualities that make up our Appa-

lachian musical heritage! Register 

through the McKinney Center. 

New Exhibit  

at the Chuckey  

Depot Museum 

 

In September 2022, the Heritage 

Alliance, in conjunction with the 

Watauga Valley Railroad Histori-

cal Society, debuted a new exhibit 

at the Chuckey Depot Museum in 

Jonesborough. The exhibit, enti-

tled “There’s No Stopping Us,” 

offers a brief history of the     

Norfolk & Western Railway, a 

signature regional line. Originat-

ing as an eight-mile single-track 

line in Virginia in 1838, the    

Norfolk & Western Railway 

eventually became a highly rec-

ognizable and profitable rail-line, 

one that was heavily involved in 

the region’s coal industry.  

 

Many of the artifacts were gener-

ously loaned by knowledgeable 

railroad enthusiast and collector, 

Gary Price, who formerly worked 

for the N&W. The exhibit also 

features original photography by 

local resident Richie Hayward, 

who captured images of the N&W 

on excursions in Pennsylvania. 

The exhibit includes a wide vari-

ety of artifacts, including dish-

ware, apparel, memorabilia, 

printed materials, and several 

model trains!  

 

Visitors are encouraged to come 

see the exhibit during the 

Chuckey Depot Museum’s regu-

lar operating hours, and to learn 

more about the museum on the 

Town of Jonesborough’s website, 

as well as Facebook! We  “ain’t afraid of no ghost!” The Boo Crew had fun at the Halloween    

Edition of History Trivia Night at the McKinney Center. They won “most 

creative costume.” 
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Anniversary Potluck Celebration 

on August 4th. You all shared 

your ideas of what you wanted 

the next twenty years of the 

Alliance to look like, and I’ll be 

featuring them in our newsletter 

off and on.  

 

“Keep teaching people about the 

history of  Jonesborough. 

Victorian picnic in cemetery.” I 

mean, I do love our beautiful 

cemeteries. I find them to be one 

of the most peaceful places in 

town, and I honestly feel more 

connected to Jonesborough’s 

history there than anywhere else. 

I can sense the love for the town 

and the hopes for its future 

coming up from the ground. 

 

Another reason to be thankful, 

you all turned out to help us 

collect books for the libraries that 

were destroyed in the devastating 

floods in Letcher County, KY, 

this summer. Our Programming 

Coordinator Dr. Tewell put out a 

call for books and we delivered 

over 1,000 books to their central 

office. We want to thank Mr. Kirk 

Babcock and the Friends of the 

Washington County Library for 

helping us pay for the U-Haul that 

transported the books. Thank you 

to Frank Collins for helping us 

load. 

 

The thankfulness continues. The 

Tennessee Historical Commission 

has been hard at work this year 

replacing the HVAC at the 

Chester Inn State Historic Site & 

Museum, repainting the building, 

and so much more. We’ll have a 

more detailed account in our 

It’s difficult to believe that 2022 

is almost over. It was a busy 

summer. It’s been a busy fall. It’s 

easy to rush and rush and forget 

to take notice of all that’s going 

on around you. I fell into that trap 

this September/October when I 

allowed myself to run down and 

ended up sick for three weeks. 

Thank you to my amazing staff, 

board, and volunteers for keeping 

the organization going as I 

recovered. It was the worst 

possible time. (Is there ever a 

good time to get sick?) “Spot on 

the Hill” was about to open for its 

8th season, but my stellar cast and 

crew kept the ship on a steady 

course and the play had  five, sold 

out shows. Once again, we lucked 

out with weather. The best part, 

we shared twelve stories from the 

cemeteries and raised over $3,000 

for cemetery preservation. 

 

Again ,  i t ’ s  easy to  be 

preoccupied, but here are some 

things that I am very thankful for 

as we head into the season of 

giving thanks. We had a 

wonderful turnout at our 20th 

winter newsletter. 

 

You, our members, are the most 

important part of the Heritage 

Alliance. Our next Board Meeting 

is Thursday, November 10th at 

the McKinney Center at 8:00 am. 

You are welcome to attend. 

Above all, I am thankful for each 

and every one of you. 

 

ASOH cast photo by Osie Casey. 

 
From the Director’s 

Desk: 



212 East Sabin Dr. 

Jonesborough, TN 37659 

 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

City:     State:  Zip: 

 

Email: 

Memberships and donations to the Heritage Alliance are tax deductible to the extent 
provided by law. If you have questions concerning your contribution to the Alliance, 
please consult your tax advisor.  No goods and/or services have been provided to the 
donor by the Heritage Alliance in consideration of this donation and membership. 

Preserving the architectural, historical, and cultural   

resources of our region and providing heritage           

educational experiences for a wide range of audiences.  

Giving Opportunities:  THANK YOU   

for your commitment to preserving our 

heritage and building a future together! 

Membership Level 

 

  General  

            $50.00 

 

  Business 

             $100.00 

 

Join a Circle! 
 

Pioneer $100 

Franklin $250 

Heritage $500 

 Founders $1000 

Go online to www.heritageall.org and join via PayPal 

or mail checks to Heritage Alliance 212 E. Sabin Dr. 

Jonesborough, TN 37659   

      BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
President: Fred Counts, Johnson City 

Vice-President: Terry Countermine, Jonesborough 

Secretary: Hal Hunter., Johnson City 

Treasurer: Pat Wolfe, Telford 

 

Walter Buford, Jonesborough 

Charlene Cleveland, Jonesborough 

Mark Edmonds, Jonesborough 

Mike Floyd, Jonesborough 

Cari Jarman, Jonesborough 

Meghan Kieta, Jonesborough 

Jack Van Zandt, Jonesborough 

Dana York, Jonesborough  

Executive Director:: Anne G’Fellers-Mason   

amason@heritageall.org 

 

Chester Inn Museum: Josh Dacey  

chesterinn@heritageall.org  

 

Programming Coordinator: Dr. Megan     

Cullen Tewell 

mtewell@heritageall.org 

 

Oak Hill School: Deanna Carey  

 

  HA Office Phone: 423-753-9580 

Chester Inn Museum: 423-753-4580 

www.heritageall.org 

info@heritageall.org 

 

The Chester Inn Museum is funded  

under an agreement with the        

Tennessee Department of Environ-

ment and Conservation, Tennessee 

Historic Commission. 


